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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 
T.i R tiTi ft of Claims : 

1. (currently amended) A semi-trailer sidewall construction, comprising: 
a horizontally aligned base rail; 
a horizontally aligned top rail; 

aplurality of vertical posts coupled between the top and bottem base rails at spaced apart 
intervals along a length of the top and bottom base rails J ir vgiticaj posts including first and 

^w cc a^A bv ■ betwjggn gcesged, mtm formed in opposing m^^M^ 

primary sur faces of the posts; 

a plurality of outside panels coupled between the top and base rails, separate outside 
panels being coupled to pairs of vertical post within the spaced apart intervals; and 

a plurality of inside panels coupled between the top and bottom base rails, separate inside 
panels being coupled to pairs of vertical posts within the spaced apart intervals; 

wherein the outside and inside panels are spaced apart a distance denned by [[a}] mefirst 
thickness of the posts. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (original) The sidewall construction of claim 1, wherein the outside panels 
are coupled to the posts in a non-overlapping arrangement relative to adjacent outside panels. 

4. (original) The sidewall construction of claim 1, wherein the inside panels are 
coupled to the posts in a non-overlapping arrangement relative to adjacent inside panels. 
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5 (original) The sidewall construction of claim 1, wherein an inward facing 
p^ary surface of the inside panels is substantially flush mounted with a primary surface of the 
posts that extends inward most in the trailer. 

6 (original) The sidewall construction of claim 1, wherein an outward facing 
primary surface of the outside panels is substantially flush mounted with a primary surface of the 
posts that faces outward. 

7 (currently amended) The sidewall construction of claim [[2]] i, further 
comprising a spacer member positioned between opposing outside and inside panel within the 
spaced interval, the spacer having a thickness substantially equal to the first post thickness. 

8 (currently amended) The sidewall construction of claim [[2]] 1, wherein the 
vertical posts include a fluid fl aetaess d uflnn dl ij ai ut MM d r^ nn n t m fladung recess formed 
^abottom end of the posts.jhe^bjnsre^sbejng sized to receive a flashing member. 

9. (canceled) 

10. (currently amended) The sidewall construction of claim [[9]] i wherein the 
recessed portions are recessed an amount substantially equal to a thickness of the inside and 
outside panels that are mounted in the respective recessed portions. 

11. (currently amended) The sidewall construction of claim [[2]] L wherein the 
second post thickness is defined by a distance between an outer most surface and an inner most 
primary surface of the posts. 

12. (original) The sidewall construction of claim 1, wherein the lower rail 
includes a plate member, the plate member being coupled between the inside and outside panels. 

13. (original) The sidewall construction of claim 12, wherein the plate member 
has a width/height of about 1 8 to about 30 inches. 
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14. (original) The sidewall construction of claim 1, wherein the sidewall 
construction has a total thickness of about 0.25 to 2 inches. 

15. (original) The sidewall construction of claim 1, wherein the sidewall 
construction has a total thickness of about 0.5 inches. 

16 (currently amended) The sidewall construction of claim [[2]] L wherein the first 
post thickness is about 0.4 inches, the second post thickness is about 0.5 inches, and the outside 
and inside panels have a thickness of about 0.04 to 0.05 inches. 

17 (currently amended) The sidewall construction of claim [[2]] 1, further 
comprising an intermediate horizontal rail extending between two of the plurality of posts in the 
spaced interval vertically between the top and feettem Dm rails, the intermediate rail including 
inside and outside primary surfaces and a reduced thickness portion substantially equal to the 
post first thickness. 

18 (currently amended) The sidewall construction of claim 17, wherein a portion of 
the intermediate rail is exposed adjacent the inside or outside panels, includes a hollow core, and 
includes [[a]] an aperture formed in the inside or outside primary surface that provides access 
into the hollow core. 

19-38. (canceled) 

39. (original) The sidewall construction of claim 1, further comprising an drain 
structure configured to provide a fluid passage that extends from the spaced apart area defined 
between me outside and inside panels to an area outside the sidewall construction. 

40. (original) The sidewall construction of claim 39, wherein the drain structure 
is a channel formed in the base rail. 

41. (original) The sidewall construction of claim 39, wherein the drain structure 
is an aperture formed in a bottom edge of one of the inside or outside panels. 
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42 (original) The sidewall construction of claim 39, wherein the drain structure 
is a channel defined between one of the outside or inside panels and the base rail by a spacer 
member positioned between the base rail and the one outside or inside panel. 

43 (previously presented) The sidewall construction of claim L, wherein one 
of the outside panels and an opposing one of the inside panels are coupled to the post with a 
plurality of fasteners, each fastener extending through the outside and inside panels and one of 
the vertical posts. 

44. (currently amended) The sidewall construction of claim [[10]] 43, wherein the 
plurality of feste* fasteners extend through the recessed pertien portions of the vertical post. 

45. (new) A semi-trailer sidewall construction, comprising: 

a vertically oriented post including first and second thicknesses, the first thickness being 
less than the second thickness and defined by a distance between recessed portions formed in 
opposing inside and outside primary surfaces of the post; 

an outside panel coupled to the post within the recessed portion formed in the outside 
primary surfaces of the post; and 

an inside panel coupled to the post within the recessed portion formed in the inside 
primary surface of the post; 

wherein the outside and inside panels are spaced apart a distance defined by the first 
thickness of the post. 

46. (new) The sidewall construction of claim 45, wherein an inward facing primary 
surface of the inside panel is substantially flush mounted with a primary surface of the post that 
extends inward most in the trailer. 

47. (new) The sidewall construction of claim 45, wherein an outward facing primary 
surface of the outside panel is substantially flush mounted with a primary surface of the post that 
faces outward. 



PAGE 6111 * RCVD AT 10/512005 5:25:51 PM [Eastern Daylight Time}* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/29 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:6123329081 * DURATION 0nm-5S):O2-38 



OCT-JJ5-05 16:26 FROM-Marchant I Gould 



6123329081 



T-327 P. 007/011 F-944 



48 (new) The sidewall construction of claim 45, further comprising a spacer 
member positioned between opposing ontside and inside panels, the spacer having a thickness 
substantially equal to the first post thickness. 

49 (new) The sidewall construction of claim 45, wherein the vertical post include a 
flashing recess formed at a bottom end of the post, the flashing recessed being sized to receive a 
flashing member. 

50. (new) The sidewall construction of claim 45, wherein the recessed portions are 
messed an amount substantially equal to a thickness of the inside and outside panels. 

51. (new) The sidewall construction of claim 45, wherein the second post thickness 
is defined by a distance between an outer most surface and an inner most primary surface of the 
posts. 

52. (new) The sidewall construction of claim 45, wherein the sidewall construction 
has a total thickness of about 0.25 to about 2 inches. 

53. (new) The sidewall construction of claim 45, wherein the sidewall construction 
has a total thickness of about 0.5 inches. 

54. (new) The sidewall construction of claim 45, wherein the first post thickness is 
about 0.4 inches, the second post thickness is about 0.5 inches, and the outside and inside panels 
have a thickness of about 0.04 to about 0.05 inches. 

55. (new) The sidewall construction of claim 45, further comprising a drain structure 
configured to provide a fluid passage that extends from between the spaced the outside and 
inside panels to an area outside the sidewall construction. 

56. (new) The sidewall construction of claim 55, wherein the drain structure is an 
aperture formed in a bottom edge of one of the inside or outside panels. 
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57 (new) The sidewall construction of clam 45, wherein the outside and inside 
panels are coupled to the post with a plurality of fasteners, each fastener extending through the 
outside and inside panels and the vertical post. 

58. (new) The sidewall construction of claim 57, wherein the plurality of fasteners 
extend through the recessed portions of the post. 
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